At 19, Sandy (left)
was disfigured in
an acid attack -the
standard revenge
for taking another
woman’s man.
Kimi Zabihyan
reports on the
crisis of Jamaica’s
bubymni'hers
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that her only option was o find o man: ‘T
had nobody, 5o me and my sister went to
i clance. We were dancing o caleh woman”
The man who took them home, Peter, had
a babymother, Raquelle, bul he wanled
another baby =0 Mary gave him one.
Mery and Raquelle Lca-:he-u:l an agreement
= “she even gave me clothes Tor my child’

but after & while one of Peter’s matovs
staried to make wouble for his latest con-
cpuest. ‘Bhe was coming e the yard and
throwing stones at me. | figured she’d
soom biring her family posse o war with
me, to run me oo, s 1 left)

The women don't want a irying man, a
working man,’ savs Peler, explaining why

s If a woman hears aman’s checking another girl,
she comes to burn you up with acid

baubymothers, holding o paint bocket full
of liguad. The solubion was a lethal cockiail
ol cavstic soda, raw acid, and punpowder,
ln a flazh Sandy’s face and body was
coielesd i e e Tiethe, She stom] sconsen-
ing a5 the Hesh on her foce melied beneath
her clawing lngers ke candle wax,

Zandy spent a vear in hospital and the
painful skin grafis conunued over the next
bwer years, Shee is resigned abool ber allack,
accepting it as the incvitable o 1n~:-:’|ur-'l;v
ol the mew ghello mocality.
maother I'|:.|_'| a grudge I'r_||r|_| [ wis the
hottest gul arouwnd ||l.|:. | had
waas stodving, T had body suils, shoris, Fil
boots, Luess shoes..pure name- .x..d
And T was '|l| wmanl = mavbe Uhal's wl
she did it She CI:|I1 L want him o he"--.* to
suprorl ancdler Babwoother, IF a woman
hears o msn's r_'|'u-|_"x"|1:' amther girl, she
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SEArS,
faces and boedics. The women wha will
nol fight o protect thenr secueity now

openly resort 1o Obeah, o form ol magic
i whicly Clhrstianity, African religions
and superstivon meel Ohesh women, for

the e ;-u.-.'-::l amaunt of maney, will cast

spells w omatey and give the baby-
m '|.|'|r_-" el ST |'I||1 pertions i keep her
al bay Alternatively, Lat'. mothers simply
lesive ae the first sizn ol trouhle. When

Mary saw a new meicy coming on the
ST i i N [ IIIIZ.I'-'I\.'I:: val wilh her naw b
| Poosat with | biarn

child. ‘I didn't want o war,' she says,
muller-nf-fuctly
Mary 1z 23 When she was 18 her

mother remarvied and her new husband
wer lenger wanded the childres arownd.
One dav Mary came home to find her
She knew

pissessioms oul nn !|1lr' shreel.

Bakymather Madeana with her
child, and har mother Maxine

Mary leflt Fa the country. “She was always
checking for who had more money, The
girls see other girls weanng pew clothes,
new shoes and looking hod, so they want
the same thing and they pressure their
men unlil they go craszy or go []..II"'-'IIIﬁ
We're thinking: well, she's ronma run off
sonn as he next man with more money
comes along, 5o vou ke the next girl
becawse prety soon this one will go”

R elle, Peler's first Labymother, has
onc child, Poochie, now seven, and his
third, Peaches, has a oone-year-old son,
Hakeem. I'eaches is r:-rl:!;nilnl arain: T
have two sons already,” she savs: “one for
Poeter and one for snother man. 1 don't
want another baby to mash down my lile.”

Erven so, the women believe thal il they
irv to help themselves the men will only
willudraw what Litdle suppost they already
et Instead, some babymuothers devole
their davs o monev-collecting, trecking
{hesir babyluther's movemenis, Goding lum
at the crucial moment when he is camrying
cish, or hounding lim do fod some when
he has none. *The women want, want,
wanil all the tme,” savs Peler, who cannot
support the children he already has.
“There was a young boyv recently who
committed suicide because of his baby-
mothers. They found a note in his |3L~LL".

it read: “I've gone somewhere where
you can’l run me down no more”.

A matey is nol as demanding as a baby
mother, =0 the men escape into the arms
of the vounger wommen. But before long
the motey l.1|_|| be corrving their cluld:
there's another mouth 1o fecd. and the hied
fecling beiween th [eslers,
wiling o erupl in vielenoe

Favigration in the 505 created Jamaicn's
broken  families
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clubs 1o "cateh'a miam'; —
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assets, ‘sweets’, a means of cscape, “The
new sivle is cellular phones, so the men
sav, "Come Eabvlove, You want o come
iy car? You want Lo talk onomy
phence? The men wanl women and
voung girls as well. They want new
clathas, nasw ||u:_r.-:'.:n."||ﬂ:-: anel reny E_i:l.-. — i’y
like a competition.’

Al they wanl babies, Sex and babies
are the now currency of the ghetio, Ahor
tien Is taboo, and cont 'au:n:*p['n:un rare
Mowadays you see plenty of voung girds,
14, 14-wvear- alds with kids. The rirls I'u:n:
think tht i they have a baby at will hold
the man,” explains Sandy. And becaose
resources are scarce the competition for
men can he -:_:lu:-:lrl'l_':.'. .'“\-:'--.-.':'.ll;l:-f:-: Taere's o
lot of fuss over men.' zavs an older ncigh
bour, Miss Millie. “Even maothers slespig

cellula

> The men want new clothes, new hairstyles and

new giris. And they want babies

Dhmcehall 35 the CRMN ol this gheteo -
canges and raiscs the wemperature. Sond
w i D wands o push g the hesel, he'll
play a medley of "wilev” and “matey” num
1 the Lmancle of valation-

al ||'I'_|il;'iil':|'i'.ll rhella
experience, In the ghetto a man has girl-

frisels [‘rnate

Leers — sooags abou

ships ot the heart

hee i weornen wha
have given him children ("wifevs" or baby
eovntheers']. The songs hat e mateys
babyvmothers are whining and grinding 1o

and
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m the steaming night are high-spivited and
plavhl, bt e h=hinl thesn
ol desperation and often viclence.
Here in Soathside, the sosal simeiore
fhios beon eroded "."l.":--"-l'ld repair. Jobs ane
work s omly
claily

sLTy a5 e

searce and vallalle on a
sporadic,
old
cxchinging news

L work an

bBasiz. Young men grosw
Carners: -
froan the might Baefore,
d money thev have no
viminge power s oo respect. Hers
ut the gheto, the casicst way for o man 1w
caern Tespect s byopetting a goeod-lonking
oirl, giving her o baby and making her
Bz Bnclivomotluer.

Wa
unit have been veplaced by
work of temporary bonds, cst
ol a child
their stalns as providers, so the
have lost their secwritv. and
mmolivaled Tiv thedr T
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she ciin nisitios grirl wha

winnls 1o break away iz bullied lor being
stush’ [smobl. A batsyrnather wha |.| g
licrengd her babytather lor moency is " |“"|
for Lettinge huer man use heae', Ao e
main without a babvmother is s
antd @lled o battvisan” (homosexual) A
ave children Ly
Babyvmathers. “We  don'’t
Siandy, o ddveur-ald Tom Soothsde, “We
don’t talk abowt these
thing is hidden awav.
(o ko
Molbody
SIS T
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min is cxporied b
uning,”  sivs

things and vy
The governmcnt
fierause 8 loocks Taul
foor the cmmnitry, wants to know,’
ghetio, comes frorm
desagner labels, ‘name-brand”, and "name
Srand” parimers. '.7.'.'|-|'_'.-.-||-:' witnls Lo
oo becauvse they don’t want 1o be
savs Sandy. “Eve
nrand  bovw

thean.”  The

thapsn™L want
In the
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poor,

wwanly @
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locking

ryoarne
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with thisir -:E:l.u:_:'_'||!'1'.- nuen. I don't aee any
love down here any morc,”

Sundy las slayed away from the dance.
She used 1o be a ‘het' girl, pechaps the
lnitest i the neighbourhood. She was 1H

snd . Her wardrchie was matled (o bes
direct from New York, pure
trra-t Refime long the don of the
arch, Lucky, started do notice heer Lucks
had [ive babvmothers, he didn™t need
another !_-'.irl, Fant Fh:l.'lll:. wis Lo Il Lo
igire. She lixed his atentions becausc he
wWils susis he had a loe body”,
her nice things, B
advanrces were 1o prove

o her sisters,

rancd.

a ddom, Ea=
and he bought
1 ||-:;|::-."'- AFMIKINLS
near Fatal lor Sandy

Thres vears ago Sandy was making
a call on Southside's busy main
when she fell a tap on her shoulder. She
tarned aronnd Lo

shreietl

lace one of Locky's
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Peter's  relitionship
with his Grst baliy-
e sy, Woquaslle, dis
integrated bocause of
hiz ambition o better
il fream
the gheto and ke
it o forcign’. e
srotveel] AWAY lanst
matle i only 25 far as
a Lowisiana jail, =nd
by the time he wis
deporied,  Rapeelle
pregnant by
analher man.
Raguelle now s
fuer children by three diffcrent
tathers, but she i one of the lecky ones
becpuse she lives with her mother = Miss
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Phyllis, Az Miss Phyllis cooks a big pis af

ackee amil saltfish, with her grndcildeen
ming around her feel, e explains Ut
this is the way she wanti hor daoghiers w
If we have, we share,
we all go with

liver frofm now o,
and when we dom't § have,
cael, We live hke sisters,

Miss hillie, bzbow 08 ber wey o
gheprche 1 don'l S9& 28y ke dinan
héra any more.” Right and helows

Fosie amd her dasghte: Piaky

|:::r_1r'|:|r.*:'.d, amd he -:pf-'hll-l"::' her with
acid. She's a fool, [ wold her il she™d
stuck with my cousin she
Rave that neicd lace. She said o me,
“Well, ['m st gaine 1o bother with no
man any more” Well, no man is
gonna boflvsr her none with that
g Sandy sits o the wal selfronl, wabch-
tng kids run around bhavefoor leoking
for futhers o give them Tunch money™

woanldn'

slused to believe in men as the way out, but only
God can help me now @

In the ghetto this kind of female suppon
is 2 lusury, and no matier how much Aias
Phyllis tries to shelier the family, she wor
ries far her El.:l.l'.ld.l:hi':r|ll::|:l.".-| future. “Littde
kidds are like grown-ups now. They see andd
hear everything' She gazes over af
Poochic, playing in the cormer of the
room, humming to heriell as she conons
her dolls into sexual positions.

Sexual awareness gomes early in the
ghatta, Children innocently sing the songs
they hear on the strect, with Lyrics like
‘stablbing the meat” and “run the pussy

. Young girk copy their ebders l!'l-ll:t:l.;
the sexually explicit ‘butterfly” dance and
pre=pubescent boys watch girls whine sl
gringd wearing ‘batty dders’ and sequined
togsk, In the ghetios of Ringston, sex s a
skill 1 be learned and perfected; a tool fo
be wsed to get on,

Peter tells story (o illu=trate the way
things van be in the ghetto. *This girl was
1 I.|.||_ point of swicide when 1 mel Frier,
Fer halyfather huadn't been giving her
any money and she'd e home mnd
soen him sexing another gid. So 1 iniro
duced her to my cousin, a decent working
mar. She got on well with him; they got
agether, gut married aned had a son. But
then oae night he eame home w find her
with angther man. That was it My cousn
said, “lake her, take rx‘cn'lhi:l&_' and leli
ihen 1 hear she's cheated on this aew

others are clutching babics, and young
I;-m s beckon passing girls. Just 10 minules
from this Hllq_“cl_ thers 12 a diflerent world,
a world of Lexus cars and Castier walches
in the mansions owned by rich Jamaicans,
high in the cool hills of Kingston. They
may look dovwn every now and amain al
the maze of allevs and tig shacks bat the
only thing thal inckles down to the gheto
from uptown is theit sewage.

Sundy's face ts rippled with acid scars

ssow but she i3 pesolule. *1 can st86ll e the
wipinan | wanied o be” she SRV “What-
ever vou helieve in, it will hold you, T used
tor helieve in e as the way out, Bul oo
man ran lelp me now. Only Gaonl can help
e i L
Whoraen fie, @ sowmen s orisis cenbre, 0f work-
iag fo imprese Hie silustisn of wemten in
Kingreon. Semd denations to Women fnc, 18
Ripon Road, Kingsten 5, fameica; fel (007
A000) BEg 2097,




